ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  TURKEY 


THE  WAY  AHEAD 

As  you  will  be  aware,  the  Council  of  the  OST  has  spent  much  time  recently  dis- 
cussing the  future  of  the  Society  and  the  core  of  the  thinking  hasbeen  centered 
around  whether  the  Society  should  expand  into  an  organisation  that  covers  the 
whole  of  the  Middle  East.  It  has  now  been  generally  agreed  that  it  should  aiid, 
indeed,  responses  to  the  circular  sent  out  this  Spring  showed  only  one  person  in 
favour  of  the  OST  continuing  in  its  present  form,  whilst  the  remainder  felt  we 
should  encompass  the  greater  area. 

V/e  are  now  considering  what  form  the  Constitution  of  the  proposed  new  Society 
should  take.  It  is  hoped  that  the  final  draft  will  be  prepared  in  time  for  next 
years  ACM,  when  it  will  be  sent  together  with  recommendations  for  the  new 
Society  to  all  paid  up  members  of  the  OST  for  their  final  approval.  As  this  is  a 
very  important  step  and  one  which  we  feel  should  only  be  taken  with  the  blessing 
of  the  majority  of  our  membership  we  will  be  allowing  voting  by  proxy  at  the 
Annual  General  Meeting. 


Editor:  kichard  Porter 
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Order  1 

1-9  pairs 

2 

= 

10  - 99  pairs 

3 

= 

100  - 999  pairs 

4 

= 1, 

000  or  iriore 

'low'  or 

'high' 

following  an  order  implies  that  the  breeding  population  is 

thought  to  be  in  the  lower  or  upper  regions  of  that  order  e.g.  3 (low) 


means  probably  between  100  and  500  pairs. 


Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 
Honey  Buzzard  Pernis  apivorus 
Black  Kite  Milvus  mi grans 
Red  Kite  M. milvus 

White-tailed  Eagle  Hsiliaeetus  albicilla 

Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis 
Levant  Sparrowhawk  A.brevipes 
Sparrowhawk  A.nisus 
Long-legged  Buzzard  Buteo  rufinus 
Buzzard  B. buteo 

Booted  Eagle  Hieraaetus  pennatus 

Bonelli's  Eagle  H.fasciatus 

Spotted  Eagle  Aquila  clanga 

Lesses  Spotted  Eagle  A.pomarina 

Golden  Eagle  A .chrysaetos 

Imperial  Eagle  A.heliaca 

Lammergeier  Gypaetus  barbatus 

Egyptian  Vulture  Neophron  percnopterus 

Black  Vulture  Aegypius  monachus 

Griffon  Gyps  fulvus 

Short-toed  Eagle  Circaetus  gallicus 

Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus 

Montagu's  Harrier  C .pygargus 

Marsh  Harrier  C .aeruginosus 

Saker  Falco  cherrug 

Banner  F.biarmicus 

Peregrine  F.peregrinus 

Hobby  F.subbuteo 

Eleonora's  Falcon  F.eleonorae 

Lesser  Kestrel  F.naumajini 

Kestrel  F.tinnunculus 


Order 

1 (probably  only  an  occasional  breeder) 
3 (low) 

3 

? breeds 

2 (low)  - probably  in  order  of  20-25 

pairs  or  less. 

2/3 

2 (low) 

3/4 

3/4 

3/4 

3 (low) 

Status  uncertain;  probably  2 (low) 

? breeds 

2 (high) 

3 
2 

3 (low) 

3 

2/3 

3 

3 (low) 

? breeds 

2 (high) 

3 (low)  - probably  in  order  of  100  pairs 
2 

? breeds 
3 (low) 

3/4  (probably  3) 

? breeds 
3/4 

3/4  (probably  3) 

(Richard  Porter  & Mark  Beaman) 


HAVE  YOU  CHANGED  YOUR  ADDRESS? 

To  help  save  on  administration  costs  and  time,  please  let  the  Secretary  know  if 
you  should  change  your  address.  Many  thanks. 
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Map  of  Sea  of  Marmara  & Bosphorus  region  showing  grid  to  be  used  in  Turkish 

Breeding  Bird  Atlais 


With  a larger  grid  size  we  should  be  able  to  progress  rather  faster  than  of  late. 
However,  there  are  huge  gaps  in  coverage  almost  everywhere  in  Turkey,  and  the 
relatively  unknown  East  and  South-east  will  require  a lot  of  attention. 


Submitting  Your  Observations 

Records  for  the  Atlas  should  be  submitted  on  one  side  of  a sheet  of  paper  in  the 
following  standard  form  for  each  'square'  that  is  surveyed: 

At  the  top  of  the  sheet  note  the  'square'  number,  one  of  the  towns  or  villages 
contained  within  it,  and  the  month  (or  months)  and  year  of  survey.  Then  list  all 
the  species  found  during  the  breeding  season  and  against  each  note  their  breeding 
status.  An  example  layout  is  given  below. 


Square  29»3/^Q»0  (Iznik) 
Magpie  P.pica 

Red-backed  Shrike  L.collurio 
Penduline  Tit  R.pendulinus 
Reed  Bunting  E.schoeniclus 


1978;  May  and  September 

Feeding  young;  Common. 

Nest  found;  several  pairs  seen. 

3 nests  seen  in  Sept,  at  Iznik  Golu. 
Present  in  May  in  suitable  breeding 
habitat  but  no  proof  of  nesting  obtained. 


If  you  have  been  persuaded  by  reading  this  article  to  visit  Turkey  in  May,  June 
or  July  to  help  with  the  Atlas  please  contact  us  beforehand  as  we  may  be  able  to 
advise  you  on  areas  where  coverage  is  most  urgently  needed. 


Richard  Porter  & Mark  Beaman 
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Tawny  Pipit  Anthus  campestris  to  show  breeding  distribution  in  Europe  as 
revealed  so  far  by  the  European  Atlas  Scheme  (note  - no  coverage  so  far  in 

shaded  areas) 

REQUESTS  FOR  INFORMATION 

Garganey  in  the  Sinai  For  several  years  Yoel  Paran  has  been  observing  the  Autumn 
migration  of  water  birds  on  the  North  coast  of  Sinai.  In  1973  over  a seven  week 
period  163,000  birds  of  68  species  were  counted,  96,000  (599^)  of  them  being 
Garganey.  In  197^  in  order  to  follow  the  migratory  movements  upstream,  l4  stations 
were  mainned  at  intervals  of  20  Kms  from  Sinai  to  the  Lebanese  Border  in  the  North. 
Nothing  comparable  to  the  Sinai  migration  was  observed  off  the  coast  of  Israel, 
aind  clearly  the  visible  migration  becomes  denser  where  the  coast  turns  South  West 
and  then  due  West  along  the  North  African  coast  and,  indeed,  the  number  of  birds 
increases  linearally  as  one  proceeds  from  East  to  West. 

A theory  was  formulated  that  birds  cross  the  Mediterranean  in  a broad  front  from 
North  to  South,  and  then  West  as  they  reach  the  coast  of  Sinai  which  acts  sis  a 
line  of  division.  This  theory  assumes  a massive  departure  along  the  Anatolian 
coast,  mainly  of  Garganey,  but  despite  regular  observations  on  the  South  Turkish 
coast  nothing  comparable  to  these  huge  movements  have  been  observed. 

If  anyone  has  any  unpublished  records  which  throw  any  li^t  on  this  theory,  or 
can  be  encouraged  to  visit  the  South  coast  of  Turkey  in  August  and  September  to 
see  if  there  are  any  huge  concentrations  of  wildfowl,  particularly  of  Garganey, 
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could  they  please  contact  either  Yeol  Paran  (IQ  Barak  Str 

Israel)  or  the  Bulletin  Editor.  ’ ’ ^^933, 

RECENT  REPORTS 

These  are  largely  unchecked  and  should  nof  ho  h , 

Breeding;  Season  in  tho  tToo-k  authenticated  records. 

In  June  S.Allday,  H.Prendergast  and  K.Vinnicombe,  spent  three  w w • 

Van  and  Hakkari  regions  clocking  up  a total  of  165  s ' " 

that  are  very  rare  for  the  Country.  including  several 

D-ks  Clangula  hyemaJts.  and  a Eed-throated  DiL^^ten 

::ie::r!  ::i:“ "" 

The  northern  feeling  was  heightened  by  15  (inoludin.  9 ■ 1 

- the  crater  lake  of  Menrut  Dag  althourin 

Zhe°r  pirorVeLTslr  hak!"ltlvlal“el  ^ 

- .... 

Snipe  Ciallinaeo  Anas  angustirostri  s , and  3 Great 

5'Easter?Cl\“'s\u  brachydactyl 

- .or  oo..ed  With  0.7^7*^;-  ^stlr:)" 

aid  L m feblTT"  — " plains  near  Yuksekova, 

Beside  the  r ver  tLlff^^  -- - 

ntver.  V».rnchats  Saxicola  rubetra  were  fairly  co-on  in  the  region. 

The  only  Eagle  Owl  Bub^  of  the  trip  was  seen  at  Yuksekova  - a dead  bird 
nailed  to  the  wall  of  a house. 


The  bus  trip  back  to  Van  from  Yuksekova  provided  a superb  view  of  a T 

2^ .«  4„.™  zjzrzz.. 


(Submitted  by  S.Allday) 
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Further  News  on  Raptor  Migration  in  the  North  East 

Following  last  autumn's  discoveries  in  N.E. Turkey,  R.M. Appleby,  Mark  Beaman, 

Cliff  Carson,  Pete  Kinnear,  Steve  Madge  and  Martin  Robinson  spent  15  days 
carrying  out  observations  at  Borcka  between  ll-25th  October  1977,  the  general 
purpose  being  to  cover  the  latter  part  of  the  passage  of  Steppe  Eagles  Aquila 
nipalensis  just  in  case  most  of  the  movement  was  missed  last  year.  In  the  event 
however,  there  were  no  great  surprises,  but  good  numbers  of  the  later  migrants 
were  recorded  - notably  Goshawk  A.gentilis  (53),  Sparrowhawk  A.nisus  (1,057), 

Steppe  Eagle  Aquila  nipalensis  (43^),  Imperial  Eagle  A.heliaca  (27),  Spotted 
Eagle  A.clanga  (ll).  Griffon  Vulture  Gyps  fulvus  (30) » Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus 
(4l),  Merlin  Falco  columbarius  (21),  and  Kestrel  F.tinnunculus  (450).  In  addition 
the  following  species  were  recorded;  Honey  Buzzard  Pernis  apivorus  (26  - surprisingly 
latel),  Black  Kite  Milvus  migrans  (10),  Buzzard  Buteo  buteo  (5,l82),  Long-legged 
Buzzard  B.rufinus  (9),  Golden  Eagle  Aquila  chrysaetos  (4  - migrating),  Lesser 
Spotted  Eetgle  A.pomarina  (l6).  Short-toed  Eagle  Circaetus  gallicus  (21),  Pallid 
Harrier  Circus  macrourus  (22),  Marsh  Harrier  C.aeruginosus  (7),  Saker  Falco  cherrug 
and  Peregrine  F.peregrinus.  Small  nximbers  of  unidentified  birds  of  prey  were  also 
recorded,  bringing  the  total  number  observed  to  7t606.  Only  2 Black  Storks 
Ciconia  nigra  were  seen. 

In  contrast  to  the  hot  sunshine  and  muggy  monsoonal  conditions  experienced  in 
1976  this  year's  observations  were  interspersed  by  icy,  torrential  rainfall  and 
even  snow,  which  at  one  time  covered  the  roofs  of  Borcka.  Nevertheless  the 
rigours  of  counting  in  such  conditions  were  offset  by  some  excellent  movements  of 
passerines  and  in  particular  2 Wallcreepers  Tichodroma  mioraria  watched  flying  south 
in  mid-monthl  As  if  the  weather  were  not  enough  we  were  briefly  arrested  as  spies 
by  the  local  police,  but  after  some  difficult  moments  we  were  able  to  convince  them 
that  we  were  merely  harmless  eccentrics. 

The  raptor  totals  appearing  in  this  article  have  been  hurriedly  calculated  for 
the  Bulletin  and  should  be  regarded  as  provisional  only. 

Anyone  intending  to  visit  N.E, Turkey  in  1978  should  contact  Mark  Beaman,  Culterty 
Field  Station,  Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland.  AB4  OAA.  It  is  hoped  to  organ- 
ise some  observations  in  the  river  valleys  further  inland  during  1978  and  all 
offers  of  help  will  be  weirmly  appreciated 

(Submitted  by  Mark  Beaman) 

Footnote 

With  regard  to  the  Eastern  Nuthatch  observations  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  so 
far  no  descriptions  have  been  submitted  for  these  birds  and  that  there  has  been 
much  debate  over  previous  records  in  south-east  Turkey  as  to  whether  they  are,  in 
fact,  Eastern  Rock  Nuthatches  Sitta  tephronota  or  the  Syriein  race  of  Rock  Nuthatch 
S.neumayer  syriaca. 
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RECORDS  FOR  1976  & 1977 

We  will  shortly  be  collating  records  for  the  Report  for  these  two  years.  With  the 
possibility  of  a new  joiirnal  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  Middle  East  in  the  pipe- 
line it  is  not  certain  what  form  this  will  take,  but  a Turkish  systematic  list  is 
quite  likely  to  form  a major  part  of  any  future  publication. 

Records  for  these  two  years  for  Turkey  should  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  Recorder,  O.S.T., 
c/o  R.S.P.B.,  The  Lodge ^ Sandy,  Bedfordshire,  England. 

Please  write  on  one  side  (type  if  possible  ) of  paper  only  and  use  the  following 
layout : 

Name  of  Species  - observers  initials  - Region  - Date  - Locality  7 Numbers 
For  example; 

STERNA  HIRTJNDO  - (ARK)  - Western  Anatolia  - l8th  July  1977  - Apoloyont  Golu  - 

Colony  20prs. 

KURBAGA  - THE  SULTAN  MARSHES,  NEAR  KAYSERI;  LATEST  NEWS 

Professor  Geoffrey  Matthews,  Director  of  the  International  Waterfowl  Research 
Bureau  (IWRB)  and  Head  of  Research  of  the  Wildfowl  Trust,  visited  Tiarkey  in 
October  at  the  invitation  of  the  Ministry  of  Forestry's  General  Directorate  of 
National  Parks  and  Wildlife  to  advise  on  the  management  of  Kurbaga  Golu,  one  of 
the  major  wetlands  of  Eastern  Anatolia  vdiere  a drainage  plan  has  recently  been 
cancelled. 

Prospects  for  conservation  of  the  site  are  distinctly  promising  and  Professor 
Matthews  is  submitting  an  official  report  to  the  Tiorkish  Government. 

Kurbaga  Golu  is  a wetland  of  international  importance  holding,  for  example, 
breeding  Flamingoes  Phoenicopterus  ruber.  Cranes  Grus  grus,  and  several  species  of 
ducks,  waders  and  terns.  In  winter  it  regularly  supports  over  400,000  wildfowl. 

'BIRDS  OF  THE  WESTERN  PALEARCTIC ' 

Volume  1 of  the  long  awaited  'Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic'  has  now  been 
published, price  £25«00,  This  covers  122  species  from  grebes  to  wildfowl  inclusive, 
and  all  are  fully  illustrated  in  addition  to  having  an  average  of  six  pages  of 
text,  maps  and  diagrams  per  species. 

Copies,  of  course,  can  be  obtained  from  your  local  bookseller,  but  if  anyone  has 
any  difficulties  then  the  book  may  be  obtained  through  the  post  from  the  RSPB, 

Sales  Dept.,  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire,  for  £25.00  (including  postage). 


Illustration  on  front  page  - Black-bellied  Sandgrouse  Pterocles  orientalis 


by  Ian  Willis. 


